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Past Continuous

I N T E R R U P T E D I was walking when I saw Mary. action in progress

B A C K G R O U N D The birds were singing. setting a scene

R E P E A T E D She was always dancing around. annoying habit

F O R M A T I O N

verb to be (past) + ING She was working  ·  They were sleeping

A F F I R M A T I V E  ·  Q U E S T I O N  ·  N E G A T I V E main verbauxiliary

Affirmative Question Negative

He was drinking water. Was he drinking water? He wasn't drinking water.

She was driving a car. Was she driving a car? She wasn't driving a car.

The kids were playing. Were the kids playing? The kids weren't playing.

The boy was smiling. Was the boy smiling? The boy wasn't smiling.

A D V E R B S  U S E D  W I T H  P A S T  C O N T I N U O U S

at that time in those days when... while... always constantly

CONTRACTIONS was not = wasn't were not = weren't
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